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Benny (the postman) carried 
all 114 scores and is hoping 
to come hear the music.

Notes ...
Aliénor Premieres
March 7, 2008
8:00 pm
Old Salem Visitor Center
James A. Gray, Jr. Auditorium
Winston-Salem, NC
World Premiere
Dan Locklair’s Arias & Dances
free admission

Aliénor Finals
March 8, 2008
7:30 pm 
Shirley Recital Hall
Salem College
Winston-Salem, NC
free admission

Gala reception following

Come vote for your favorite 
composition and help award the 
$10,000 in prizes!

Aliénor Awards: March 7-8
On  Friday March 7, 8pm at the Old Salem Visitor Center, James A. Gray, 
Jr.  Auditorium, the first of two Aliénor events will take place.  Elaine 
Funaro will be performing a set of 10 preludes (honorable mentions) 
chosen from more than 50 solo scores sent from around the world.  These 
pieces are being put into a collection that Wayne Leupold Editions, Inc. 
is publishing.  The composers are from 
Europe and North America.  Elaine will 
then be joined by baroque oboist Geoffrey 
Burgess. They will perform pieces from 
“Pedal Point Twenty-0-Six,” also an 
honorable mention, by the composer 
Jackson Berkey, well known for his work 
with Mannheim Steamroller.  To cap the 
concert, they will be joined by Rebecca 
Troxler, baroque flute and Stephanie Vial, 
cello in a world premiere performance of 
the Aliénor commissioned piece “Arias 
and Dances” by Dan Locklair, professor at 
Wake Forest University. 

On Saturday night, Salem College will  
host the 7th Aliénor Awards competition.   
We have six harpsichord soloists 
performing; one is the composer himself, from the University of Michigan: 
James Dorsa.  The other composers are from England, USA and Belgium.  
The soloists are coming from all around the country.  Besides the solo 
pieces, there will be four violin and harpsichord duos after intermission.  
One of the unique aspects of this event is, that all the pieces that are 
performed are considered “winners.”  However, the audience is invited 
to vote on the piece they like the most and further prize monies are then 
awarded.  We will be giving out $10,000 in prizes.  A gala reception will 
follow the event to meet the musicians.

Contact Us ...
For more information about how 
to become a donor and support 
the efforts of Aliénor, please call:

Elaine Funaro Love 
Executive Director 
Phone: 919.493.4706 
E-mail: e.funaro@gmail.com

1982 	Florida State University 
	 Tallahassee, FL
1986	 Mount Vernon College 
	 Washington, DC

1990 Augusta College,  Augusta, GA
1994 Clayton State, Morrow, GA
2000 Hilton Head, SC
2004 Duke University, Durham, NC

Past competition Events
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About Aliénor...
A little background:  Aliénor was 

named in honor of Eleanor of 

Aquitaine, a famed 12th century 

patron of the arts.  Eleanor was the 

richest woman in Europe, and was 

married successively to King Louis 

VII of France and King Henry II of 

England.  Her name was actually 

Alia Enor (literally “another Enor,” 

since her mother was named Enor). 

Aliénor is an elision of Alia Enor. 

Eleanor was mother to the English 

Kings Richard the Lionhearted and 

John Lackland, who was forced to 

sign the Magna Carta in 1215. She 

is one of the most notable women 

in European history. 

The Person Behind the Score
“I am lucky to be working a lot and to be very busy always,” 
said Aliénor Competition winner PENKA KOUNEVA in a 
recent interview.  When Penka became Duke University’s 
first recipient of a Doctorate in composition in 1997, she 
dreamed of becoming a Hollywood composer.  Over the 
last decade, she has realized this dream by scoring indepen-
dent features films, television films, and episodic shows on 
cable TV as well as orchestrating studio movies including 
Transformers, Pirates 3, Matrix 2 and 3, and Bee Movie.  

Born and raised in Bulgaria, Penka’s unique sound blends 
her native Eastern-European influences with modern 
orchestra, Medieval chant, rock, and electronica.  Her 
composition, Raga, won the Aliénor in 1990 and has been performed all around the US 
and Europe by a number of different harpsichordists.

In 2003, Penka moved with her husband Daniel to Tujunga, a suburb of Los Angeles 
in the foothills of the San Gabriel mountains. She enjoys taking walks near their home 
with their 18-month-old daughter.  Penka said, “We love that there are so many serene 
beautiful places in California.” She is busy these days working on film scores and assign-
ments.

When asked what she likes about living in the USA, Penka answered, “The freedom to 
be a free citizen of the world and to realize one’s greatest potential.” She recalled the joy 
of getting her U.S. passport because, she said, “Growing up in Bulgaria in a politically 
repressed family, we could never travel abroad.” When Penka was finally able to travel 
to Europe, she remembers, “I cried at every museum we went.  It was so emotionally 
and spiritually overwhelming to travel to these countries and see the actual paintings, 
statues, and palaces that I’d seen on black and white pictures as a kid.” 

 For the full interview, go to:  www.harpsichord-now.org
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Pamela Nash 
Larry Palmer 
Florence Peacock

Penka Kouneva

Innovative British Harpsichordist Touring USA
JANE CHAPMAN is being presented by the Harpsichord Center in Pasadena, April 4 
and April 6 in Brentwood, CA.  She repeats her program in  Merkin Hall in New York 
City on April 10.  Her concert includes the complete J.S. Bach inventions and sinfonias, 
the three Ligeti contemporary classics, as well as the Aliénor commissioned piece “Rain 
Dreaming” by the late Toru Takemitsu.

Jane has been described as ‘Britain’s most progressive harpsichordist.’  She has revital-
ized new repertoire for the instrument and inspired a new generation of composers, 
premiering over 150 solo, chamber and electroacoustic works.  She is involved in cut-
ting-edge collaborations with ground breaking musicians and visual artists, exploring 
innovative approaches to performance. 

Jane is an Honorary Fellow of Dartington College of Arts and an Honorary Member of 
the Royal College of Music, where she is also professor of harpsichord.  She has per-
formed at major festivals in Britain, Europe and America.  For more about Jane and her 
April concerts, please visit:  www.janechapman.com.
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Our Goal (by March 1)
$10,000

raised 
so far

$6,700
You make the difference!

We’re almost there but  
we still need your help!

A Huge Thanks to Our Donors!

Aliénor Awarded TCF 
Grant Services
Triangle Community Foundation (TCF) 
recently selected Aliénor as one of seven 
Durham non-profit organizations to receive 
grant services.  Aliénor also received a grant 
from the Schmidt-Nielsen and Claesson 
Family Fund of Triangle Community 
Foundation. 

As part of the TCF grant, Aliénor has 
partnered with Executive Service Corps 
(ESC), a local agency that puts retired 
business people to help in areas of need.  
ESC experts are currently coaching 
Aliénor’s Executive Director on organizing 
office resources and developing project 
timelines.  In addition, they are using their 
extensive contacts to target arts supporters 
in the local business community.  The goal 
is to double the size of Aliénor’s Board of 
Directors.  ESC services are “invaluable,” 
said Aliénor Executive Director Elaine 
F. Love, “Non-profits mostly start with a 
vision and help is needed in the business 
aspects of running the organization.”

Thank you to Elise Backinger & Kent Strickland for hosting an event at their home in Taos.

5 Octave Club  
Elaine F. Love
Florence Peacock
Mary Jane Rivers

4 Octave Club 
Mary Duke Biddle  
         Foundation
Dorothy S. Freeman
Ann Funaro
Emily Mann Peck
Norman D. Rodger
Kemer Thomson

3 Octave Club 
Beverly Biggs
Theodore M. Love
Nancy W. Metzloff
Larry G. Palmer

2 Octave Club

Alice Alexander
Peggy F. Baird
Frances M. Bedford
Dorie & Richard  Budet
Victoria & Steve Dibbern
Gabrielle C. Falk
Caroline S. Fruchtman
Susan Gidwitz
Catherine E. Gracey
Stephen & Ruth Grant
Ronald B. Haas
Lindesay Harkness
James Henderson
Penelope C. Jensen
Edward L. Kottick
David Kraines
James R. McCarty
Edwin McLean
Charles J. Metz
Kenneth F. Morehead
Sally E. Mosher
Joan & David Ontjes
Grace Pilafian
Kathy & Lex Silbiger
Gerhard Spies
Carole Anne Stern
Robert H. Tiller

Peter D. Tkach
R.W. Upchurch
Constance H. White
Vicki P. Willard
Jennifer Williams
Maryanne & Ron Witt

1 Octave Club 
L.W. Allen
Diana C. Amov
Nancy & Dennis 
      Atchison
Lois E. Ballen
Denise Barnes
Eloise P. Beckett
Kenneth R. Besse
Mary Bigos
Cynthia C. Blackburn
Bob & Patsy Brooks
Alexis L. Buchanan
Mary C. Bugg
Geoffrey Burgess
Becky Carver
Ellen Messina Ciompi
Margareta A. Claesson
Andrea Clearfield
Deborah Coclanis
Lisa Creed
Doug Dotson
Ellen R. Ebersole
William B. Elkjer
Oliver Finney
Robert M. Fitch
Curtis W. Foster
Laurie Fox
Robert S. Gaza
John M. Glasgow
Bridget & Graham Glenday
Sara Jean Gray
Martha Grossman
Polly & Thomas Harris
Sam Hewitt
Laurell & Wayne Huber
Paul Irvin
Irvin A. Janiero
Carolyn J. Johnson
Frank B. Konhaus

Tesair Lauve
Wayne Leupold
Therese A. Ludvigson
Charles Metz
Belinda  Miceli
Charlotte Mattax Moersch
Rebecca Neigher
Joyce & Bill Peck
C. Jean Pittman
Barbara W. Poleski
Eric Pritchard
Joy & Frank Purcell Jr.
Helen Skuggedal Reed
Silvana Sonnino
Monroe H. Spector
Kevin Sutton
Jeffrey A. Tetenbaum
Peter Tkach
Hans P. Van Heyst
Harriet & George Williams
Bud Wilson
10,000 Wags Pet Resort Inc

Matching Donation 
Alliance Bernstein 
Wachovia

	   Skyline Studio (www.skylinestudio.com/composer.html)
		  Ivar Lunde, “Suite No. 2” (1982 second-place winner)

Addenda, Composition Publishers (Fall 2007 newsletter)

Octave Clubs

5 octaves, $5,000 & up
4 octaves, $1,000-$4,999
3 octaves, $ 500-$999
2 octaves, $100-$499
1 octave, up to $99

Composition 
Publications 
Update
Wayne Leupold Editions, Inc. has 
published the winning compositions from 
the Aliénor 2000 competition and the 
book will be available to purchase at the 
upcoming competition. 

To order the book:  
www.wayneleupold.com  
or call toll free 800-765-3196
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The masterpieces of tomorrow are waiting to be written.

Aliénor 
3 Sylvan Road 
Durham, NC 27701-2849

Aliénor 2008 Competition Performers
World-renowned musicians come together to delight us at 

the 2008 Aliénor Awards Finals!  Players in both the Solo 

and Duo Awards categories will bring to life the amazing 

scores chosen as the best of this quadrennial competition. 

Our competition brings together harpsichordists who 

have studied in Amsterdam, Florence, Tokyo and Mon-

treal, debuted at Carnegie Hall, been heard on the BBC, 

Polish National Television, CBS Television, and National 

Public Radio, and won prizes at the Jurow Competition 

and 2004 Aliénor Composition Competition.  They are 

joined by equally acclaimed performers on the flute, oboe, 

violin, and cello. 

Outside of the concert arena, our performers are well-

versed in such wide-ranging subjects as exotic black teas, 

rare experimental peppers, musical punctuation, tennis, 

gardening, African and  Pre-columbian art, Japanese food, 

and renovating old grist mills.  Join us in March as we get 

to know these versatile and entertaining artists!  

In This Issue:
Competition winner makes it in Hollywood

Innovative British harpsichordist in USA

Our recent grants and donors

Competition Finals!  March 6-8, 2008 in Winston-Salem, NC.  Details inside ...


